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In the Right Hands
John 6:1-15

There are only a few stories that made it into all four Gospels:
1. Jesus incarnate (the birth of Jesus)
2. The Death of Jesus (the crucifixion)
3. The resurrection of Jesus
4. Feeding of the 5000
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John 6:1-15: Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of
Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him
because they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus
went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish
Passover Festival was near.
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5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to
Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only
to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.
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7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages[a] to buy
enough bread for each one to have a bite!”
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8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a
boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go
among so many?”
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10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that
place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then
took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much
as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.
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12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the
pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and
filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those
who had eaten.

!

14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this
is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they
intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by
himself.
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1. Don’t underestimate what you have
a. Matthew 18:2-3: He called a little child to him, and placed the child
among them. And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and

become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.
b. 1 Samuel 17:32-37: 32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on
account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.” Saul
replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight
him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his
youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his
father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep
from the flock, I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from
its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and
killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has
defied the armies of the living God. The Lord who rescued me from
the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the
hand of this Philistine.”
2. Give it to Jesus
a. 1 Samuel 17:38-40: Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with
you.” Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of
armor on him and a bronze helmet on his head. David fastened on his
sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not
used to them. “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am
not used to them.” So he took them off. Then he took his staff in his
hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the
pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand,
approached the Philistine.
3. Expect incredible things
a. 1 Samuel 17:48-50: As the Philistine moved closer to attack him,
David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. Reaching into
his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine
on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell
facedown on the ground. So David triumphed over the Philistine with
a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the
Philistine and killed him.
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Conclusion
!

Acts 2:14: Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed
the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this
to you; listen carefully to what I say.
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Acts 2:41: Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three
thousand were added to their number that day.
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